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Task 5: My best mate in class   >>>   PAGE 101 

At lots of schools it has become a tradition to publish a newspaper after finishing O-levels. Students write 
about their classmates, about their teachers and about funny episodes that happened during their time at school. 
Sometimes they also write critical articles. To show how good their English is your class has decided to write 
all the articles in English. Write a portrait of your best friend in class (about 150 words). Include the following: 

Well, it’s easy to write about …,  my best mate in class. He’s 16 years old, just as old as me and we have been 
friends since elementary school, that’s ten years now. He lives in the same village as I do, not very far away 
from me. There’s not very much I dislike about him. Perhaps one thing that sometimes annoys me: he’s often 
late for an appointment, but he always has excellent excuses. In fact he’s a great person: he’s helpful, shares 
everything with me and he’s absolutely reliable. He can keep a secret. In his pastime he plays football. He kicks 
everything that is kind of round: stones, tins, paper. He wants to become a professional player and his dream 
team is …. We play for the same club and in the same team, but, of course he is much better. He also loves 
watching westerns; his favourite actor is Clint Eastwood. I hope we can stay in contact even when school is 
over, but it’s a pity we won’t be able to see each other so often. He will be starting an apprenticeship as a car 
mechanic. We had a great time and lots of fun at school. I remember one trick we played on our headmaster, 
who was our maths teacher. We knew that it was his 50th birthday, so my friend said, “Let’s order pizza for 
the whole class and send the bill to Mr. ….So we ordered 27 pizzas and had them sent to our school in our 
headmaster’s name. Can you imagine how surprised he was when the pizzas were delivered during his maths 
lesson? But he only laughed when we told him that we had done it. Of course he paid for the pizzas. Great, 
isn’t it.? 

Task 6: A teacher I really like/dislike   >>>   PAGE 102 

For the end-of-term newspaper write an article (about 150 words) about a teacher you really like/dislike. 
The prompts in the box will help you.

age  where he/she lives  how long you’ve known him/her  his/her favourite pastime  hobbies 
plans for the future  will you keep contact with him/her? Why?  any funny episodes about him/her? 

any tricks you played on a teacher or on other classmates? 

 his/her outer appearance  how he/she treats pupils  any students he/she favours? 
 any extra help for weak pupils?  any activities with pupils?  which subjects does he/she teach? 

 his/her tests  amount of homework  his/her lessons  his/her character 
two additional aspects you can think of 

A TEACHER I REALLY LIKE 
The teacher I really like is Mr. ….He teaches 
biology and physical education at our school. He 
looks very young, although he is already about 
45 years old. All the girls at our school are in 
love with him, because he looks so good, but 
unfortunately he is married. He’s always 
friendly and treats all his students fair. He does 
not have any favourites, he makes everyone 
think that he/ she is his favourite. He’s been 
elected teacher of the year many times and we 
can always go to him if we have problems with 
other teachers or with bullies among the pupils. 
He is always willing to help us. He also coaches 
the school’s football team and travels to inter- 
school games with them I think he once was an 
excellent player himself. His tests are never too 
difficult, but he hates it if we are not prepared 
well for his lessons.

A TEACHER I REALLY DISLIKE 
Mrs ….is a teacher I really dislike. She’s 
extremely strict and has no sense of humour. I’ve 
never seen her laugh; she doesn’t understand 
fun. If we talk to our neighbours during her 
lessons, she writes long letters to our parents and 
complains about our bad behaviour. She 
sometimes threatens to tell the headmaster, who 
will then expel us from school. We have to do lots 
of homework and if we forget only a small part 
of it, she makes us stay in after lessons. To me, 
she is very cold and reserved and much too strict. 
We all believe she has a few favourites: they are 
those students who are quiet in class and always 
get good marks. She never does any extra 
activities with our class and she says we are not 
disciplined. She teaches maths and chemistry. 
Her tests are extremely difficult and I’m always 
scared when it comes to taking one. 
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You’ve been informed that a student from the UK will be staying with you and your family for several months. 
 Write a letter or an e-mail to him/her and tell him/her about 

 your family  your school 
 your home  your hobbies 
 your friends  your hometown 
 your area  German food 

Dear … 
It is really good news that you’ve been accepted for the exchange programme. I’m looking forward to welcoming 
you in Germany soon. We are a family of four: my dad is the manager of a supermarket, my mum has a 
part-time job as a secretary and my brother works as a bank clerk. I’m 16 years old and attend Realschule 
(secondary school). We live in a nice bungalow and have a large garden. My favourite spare time activities 
are playing tennis, listening to pop music and reading detective stories. Of course I have quite a few friends, 
most of whom you’ll certainly meet. Although my hometown is not very big, it offers different kinds of 
entertainment: a disco, a cinema, an indoor and an outdoor swimming pool, tennis courts, restaurants and 
cafés. There are many places of interest in our area and we’ll be glad to take you to the ones you would like to 
see. My mum is an excellent cook and I’m sure you’ll like the German food we serve, even if it is a bit different 
from the meals you have in the UK. Please drop me a few lines soon. 
Best wishes XYZ 

Task 8: A Tour Report   >>>   PAGE 104 
You spent a week's holiday on Malta, a popular tourist island in the Mediterranean. 

At the end of your stay the tour operator asked you to fill in a tour report. This is what you wrote down: 

TRAVEL AGENCY Youth Travel International 
DATES OF STAY August 11 – August 17 
HOTEL Sunshine Towers, near beach, modern, multi-story, rather noisy (lifts) 
BEDROOM small, OK 
BATHROOM shower didn't work properly 
FOOD not bad, breakfast: buffet, good selection / dinner: buffet, quality not the same every night 
SERVICE some waitresses unfriendly 
BEACH every day, chairs old + uncomfortable, water warm, swimming fun 
POOL clean, water cold 
TRIPS boat trip to Comino (small island), drinks expensive, swimming super (lunchbreak)  coach 

trip to Valetta (capital), tour guide boring, shops interesting (T-shirt, souvenirs) 

After returning to Germany you decide to write a letter to your pen friend in England to let him / her know what 
 your holiday was like. Use the information from your tour report and find two additional aspects. 
Dear … 
I got back from a week’s holiday in Malta last Sunday and I’d like to inform you about what it was like. 
I booked my holiday with Youth Travel International and stayed at a hotel near the beach called ‘Sunshine 
Towers’. It was a modern multi-storey building but rather noisy. I could hear the lifts going up or down 
especially early in the morning or at nights. My bedroom was rather small but OK. I had some arguments 
with the girls at the reception, because the shower in my bathroom didn’t work properly. The food at the hotel 
was not bad. Both breakfast and dinner were buffet meals. For breakfast they offered a good choice of food 
and drinks, the quality of the dinners, however, was not the same every night. I didn’t like the service too 
much because some of the waitresses were really unfriendly. Of course I went to the hotel beach every day. The 
chairs there were old and uncomfortable, but the water was very warm and swimming was great fun. The hotel 
also had a big swimming pool. Although it was clean I didn’t use it too often because the water was cold. I went 
on two day trips. The first one was a boat trip to Comino, a small island near Malta. The drinks on the boat were 
expensive but swimming during lunch break was super. My second trip took me to Valetta, the capital city of 
Malta. Unfortunately the tour guide who showed us round was very boring. But I discovered some interesting 
shops and bought a new T-shirt and some souvenirs. 
In the evening you could go to the hotel night club to listen to live music. But the songs they played were mostly 
oldies. So I preferred to go to one of the many discos, where I had a really good time with young people from all 
over Europe. One night I met some boys from England and tried to practise my English. You won’t believe it, but 
they understood most of the things I said. They even invited me on a jeep safari which was absolutely great. 
Well, I think that’s about all for today. What was your holiday like? Please write soon. Yours XYZ 

T  O  U  R      R  E  P  O  R  T
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